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Our Vision: Sustainable Council – Prosperous Future 

REPORT of 

DIRECTOR OF SERVICE DELIVERY 

to 

SOUTH EASTERN AREA PLANNING COMMITTEE 

8 JULY 2020 
 

Application Number 20/00463/WTPO 

Location Land North West Of Riversleigh, Nipsells Chase, Mayland, Essex 

Proposal G1 Prunus Spinosa - Remove strip 1m wide by approx. 3.5m long 

Applicant Mr & Mrs K Paton 

Agent N/A 

Target Decision Date EOT 10.07.2020 

Case Officer Annie Keen 

Parish MAYLAND 

Reason for Referral to the 

Committee / Council 

Councillor / Member of Staff 

 

1. RECOMMENDATION 

 

APPROVE subject to the conditions (as detailed in Section 8 of this report). 

 

2. SITE MAP 

 

Please see overleaf. 
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3. SUMMARY 

 

3.1 Proposal / brief overview, including any relevant background information 

 

3.1.1 The application site is located on the western side of Nipsells Chase, to the north of 

Imperial Avenue and to the east of North Drive.  The site is located outside the 

settlement boundary of Mayland.  The group of Prunus Spinosa, subject of this 

application, is located along the boundary of the area of woodland owned by the 

applicant. 

 

3.1.2 The woodland is protected under application 4/18 with the area subject of this 

application being identified as W1.  The trees included in area W1 are Hawthorn with 

Wild Cherry, Oak, Apple, Pear and Sloe, however a woodland protection order covers 

the entire area of woodland and the trees within it. 

 

3.1.3 An application has been submitted to remove a 1 metre wide strip 3.5 metres in length 

of the G1 Prunus Spinosa. 

 

3.1.4 The application form states the works are justified as the Prunus Spinosa are in poor 

condition and the removal of this part of the thicket would allow for a path to be 

created to safely access the site. 

 

3.2 Conclusion 

 

3.2.1 It is considered that the proposed removal of a section of G1 Prunus Spinosa 

measuring 1 metre in width and 3.5 metres in length, would not have an impact on the 

amenity value of the woodland or the character and appearance of the surrounding 

area.  The proposed works are therefore found to be acceptable. 

 

4. MAIN RELEVANT POLICIES 

 

4.1 Relevant Planning Guidance / Documents: 

 Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) 

 

5. MAIN CONSIDERATIONS 

 

5.1 Impact on the Character and Appearance of the Area 

 

5.1.1 Trees can be vital to the general character of an area and can be at the heart of a 

particular historic or architectural interest in a site. 

 

5.1.2 The G1 Prunus Spinosa are located to the east of the site along the boundary of the 

woodland owned by the applicant.  The area of woodland contributes positively to the 

streetscene of Nipsells Chase and the wider locality.  It is proposed the works would 

require the removal of a section of G1 Prunus Spinosa measuring 1 metre in width 

and 3.5 metres in length. 
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5.1.3 Due to the position and small-scale nature of the works, it is considered the removal 

of this section of the G1 would not be highly visible from the streetscene of Nipsell’s 

Chase or from the wider area and therefore would not detrimentally impact upon the 

amenity value of the woodland.  Furthermore, it is considered the proposed works 

would not be materially harmful to the character and appearance of the wider area. 

 

5.1.4 The Council’s Tree Consultant has no objection to the works as they relate to a short 

section of the woodland.  The supporting document mentions two further trees beyond 

the area subject to this application which may require removal, however it should be 

noted, that this has not been included within the description of the development and 

any further works would require a separate permission. 

 

5.2 Health of the Trees 

 

5.2.1 The Council’s Tree Consultant has not reported any damage or decay to the area of 

G1 Prunus Spinosa and whilst sections of dead trees have been reported in the 

supporting documents, these are not uncommon within woodland areas.  This is not 

considered to justify the proposed works. 

 

5.3 Justification of the Proposed Works 

 

5.3.1 The justification provided for the works are due to the poor condition of the trees with 

some being reported dead and others having little or no canopy.  The removal of the 

trees would allow for safe access to the site.  Whilst the justification of the works is 

not considered to be robust or support the application to an acceptable degree due to 

the minimal impact on the amenity value of the overall woodland it is not considered 

that this undermines the overall application. 

6. ANY RELEVANT SITE HISTORY 

 

Application Number Description Decision 

17/00736/FUL Proposed construction of a new detached 

single storey dwelling 

Withdrawn 

18/00280/FUL Construction of an apple storage barn Approved 

20/00574/FUL Variation of condition 2 on approved 

planning permission 18/00280/FUL 

(Construction of an apple storage barn) 

Pending 

Consideration 

 

7. CONSULTATIONS AND REPRESENTATIONS RECEIVED 

 

7.1 Representations received from Parish / Town Councils 

 

Name of Parish / Town 

Council 
Comment Officer Response 

Mayland Parish Council No comment Noted 
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7.2 External Consultees  

 

Name of External 

Consultee 
Comment Officer Response 

Tree Consultant 

No objection to the works 

being proposed.  As it is 

understood it only relates 

to this short section of 

3.5m and 1m in width, 

and further works would 

need an application. 

 

I suggest that when they 

undertake the works, if it 

is done in the nesting bird 

season, that due diligence 

is undertaken to ensure no 

wildlife legislation is 

being contravened. 

Comments noted 

 

7.3 Representations received from Interested Parties  

 

7.3.1 There have been no letters of representation received. 

 

8. PROPOSED CONDITIONS 

 

1. The works hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the British 

Standard Recommendations for Tree Works (BS3998:2010). 

REASON  In order to safeguard the health and appearance of the tree. 

2. The works hereby permitted shall be carried out within 2 years from the date 

of this permission. 

REASON  To ensure that the works are carried out whilst they are still 

relevant to the condition of the tree. 

 

INFORMATIVE 

 

1. If the works are to be undertaken during nesting bird season diligence should 

be given to ensure no wildlife legislation is being contravened.  


